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TOODYAY BUSHFIRE — FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES AUTHORITY INVESTIGATION 

645. Hon KATE DOUST to the Minister for Energy: 
I refer to the Fire and Emergency Services Authority investigation into the Toodyay bushfire that was tabled in 
the Legislative Assembly today. Given that this report confirms that power pole failure was overwhelmingly the 
most likely cause of the Toodyay fire — 

(1) Is Western Power still determined to put the residents of Toodyay through the distress and expense of 
lengthy litigation when an inadequately maintained power pole, on the balance of probabilities, was the 
only cause of the fire? 

(2) Given that this is the second government agency to make this finding, does the minister intend to make 
any direction to Western Power on accepting responsibility, as is within the minister’s power? 

The PRESIDENT: I call the Minister for Energy. Although part of the question refers to an event in another 
place, it is a public document now. 

Hon PETER COLLIER replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question. The President is quite correct to say that that report is a 
public document. 

(1)–(2) I say at the outset that although the Fire and Emergency Services Authority report shows that there is 
evidence to support the likelihood that the electrical conductor on spur T303 caused the fire, it was less 
definitive about what caused the fire and whether it was caused by either a power pole failure or an 
unknown foreign object. I am not disputing that. I want to make that quite clear. There are now two 
reports that suggest there is every likelihood that the pole actually caused the fire. However, what I do 
want to make quite clear at this stage—it is very important that we understand this—is that I could rush 
in and direct Western Power to pay the money but that that has insurance implications and long-term 
insurance obligations for Western Power. We need to establish that at the outset. The only way to 
establish whether or not Western Power was responsible is in a court of law—in the Supreme Court. At 
this stage, no formal claim has been made against Western Power. I suggest that it is likely that there 
will be, but at this stage there has not been. The government must ensure that it does what is right for 
the long-term benefit of the residents but also must make sure that the matter is handled correctly so 
that if Western Power is to sustain commercial insurance arrangements, that can be done through what 
we do about the decision that we make. Negligence has not been established at this stage. What we can 
do, as a government, and what I can do as minister, is force Western Power to pay those compensation 
claims. If when EnergySafety completes its investigation it is found that the fire was not caused as a 
result of negligence on the part of Western Power maintaining its poles, that will have serious 
implications for the long-term insurance obligations of Western Power. The government is doing the 
appropriate thing. We are trying to expedite that process with Western Power. We are working with 
Western Power and its insurers to try to get an outcome prior to the matter going to court. 
Unfortunately, it has taken longer than we anticipated. I tell you, Mr President, and the honourable 
member, that we are working fastidiously on that outcome. We want to make sure that we do the right 
thing for the people of Toodyay to ensure that they have a just outcome. We understand their anxiety 
and the trauma that they have suffered, but we must do what is right for the long-term future of Western 
Power and also the residents. We will continue to work with the insurers and Western Power. I would 
like to think that in the not too distant future we will have a fairly positive outcome. 
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